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Tips on how to avoid
raising entitled Kids

By GREGORY RAMEY
Cox Newspapers

My family never had
much money when | was
voung. I never quite real-
ized how poor we wers until
I entered a Catholic high
school with a dress code
that reguired us to wear a
suit coat and tie every day
to school.

My mom bought me one
suit coat and said it would
have to last the entire yvear.
After a few weeks, 1 com-
plained that other kids wore
different coats throughout
the week. Why was I stuck
with wearing the same one
all year?

“What others have is not
the standard for what vou
deserve . . . you get what vou
earn,” she said. There was

no further discussion,
' 1 have repeated my mom's
advice firequently through-
out the years, particularly
given the epidemic of enti-
tled youngsters.

You know these kids
because you are raising
them. They are self-ab-
sorbed, whiny and materi-
alistic. They feel the world
should respond to what they
want whenever they want it.

When kids used to com-
plain about their parents
being unfair, it was typical-
ly related to discipline and
famﬂy rules. Now, kids feel
it is somehow unfair if they
don’'t have the latest iPhone
or video game.

These voung people are
making their way into our
workforce, ill prepared for
its realities. They expect
praise and rewards for
performing routine tasks.

One colleague racently
remarked that these voung
people expect “a troph.y for
simply showing up.”

Here's how to avoid rais-
ing entitled kids.

Begin chores at an early
qo,typlcanyatschoolaga.
Household tasks should be a
normal expectation for
being a member of the fami-
Iy.

Don't overwhelm your
kids with things. Just be-
cause you can afford to buy
something for your child
doesn’'t mean that you
should.

Resist the culture. Talk
about your values and fami-
I¥v rules. Explain why you
think that endless hours

playing video games or
sendlnghundmdsattext
messages per day may not
be good for your child.

Teach a work ethic. Pro-
vide an opportunity tor
yuurchﬂdtogetmrtra
things by earning money.
Helpyourchildrenlearn
the connection betwaen
efforts and rewards.
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good rola modeal for your
youngsters by avolding
going into debt simply be-
cause you want something.
Tell them that even though
you really want a flat-
screen television, you are
going to save moncy for the
purchasea rather than bor-

rowing moneyv.
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